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2023 Guild School 
Seminars 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
! Seminars are taught by instructors and by students who are Artisan and Fellow members of the Guild and 

who are willing and able to share their expertise. Occasionally, a seminar is given by a person, not an 
Artisan or Fellow member, but who has general information to share in support of advancing miniaturists’ 
knowledge.  

 
! Assignments to seminars will be on a LOTTERY DRAWING basis. Due to geographical, postal, and 

email inconsistencies, we are striving for a more equitable approach as to how assignments are made.  
 
! Seminars that have a fee, require payment and sign-up prior to the lottery. This is non-refundable. 
 
! You may not sign up for seminars after the lottery drawing. However, you may sign-up for seminars in 

Castine, upon arrival, only if there are openings and only if the instructor is prepared to accommodate 
more students. 

 
! You will receive confirmation of your seminar assignment with your registration packet upon arrival. 

Following the lottery drawing, class lists will also be posted at https://igma.org/guild_school/index.html  
 
! When making your selection, be sure to indicate your choices in order of preference...1st, 2nd, 3rd and 

4th for each evening or Saturday.  
 
! Some instructors teach a different seminar each night. Some repeat the same seminar. Read carefully. 
 
! Please note that some seminars require you to bring SUPPLIES to class as noted in the seminar 

descriptions. These are usually common hand tools and quite minimal. Occasionally, a seminar requires a 
more complex supply list. The class lists posted on the website will include the supplies you need to bring. 

 
Regarding Payment for Seminars: Charging seminars to your Master Card or Visa is the best way to go for 
everyone. It is fast and less confusing. Send credit card approval for payment. Please avoid sending a check; it 
does become more complicated. In the event a seminar is filled, for which you have sent a check, but do not get 
in, the check will be returned to you, or a refund issued in Castine - a bit of unnecessary work for everyone. 
 
Fill out the enclosed Seminar Selection Form and return to me with payment (if 
applicable) by March 31 – in my hands, not postmarked. The lottery drawing will take 
place April 6. After April 6, you can sign up at Guild School, pending availability. 
 

 

Seminars are scheduled on Sunday and Monday 
evenings, and Saturday morning, ranging from one 
hour to three hours in length. Seminars may take the 
form of a lecture, question and answer, demonstration, 
PPT or video presentation, and/or a hands-on 
experience complete with project. 
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!  Saturday Morning Seminars  ! 
June 10, 2023 

 
Natalia Frank 

Hardanger Sampler in Miniature 
9:00-11:00 

$35..........project........10 students  
 
This project seminar is for beginners. Students will learn several hardanger stitches while working on a miniature sampler 
using 40 count even weave cotton. The thread, needles and designs will be discussed. Materials will be provided for 
finishing one sampler, including step-by-step color photo instructions. (NOTE: This seminar is different from the ones 
offered on Sunday and Monday evenings.) 
 

Tine Krijnen 
Tooling Tips for a Variety of Materials 

9:00-11:00 
free..........lecture, demonstration, Q & A, hands-on........12 students  

 
Decorating miniatures is a rewarding experience. For her books, the instructor uses a heat source to heat the ornaments, 
the instruments she uses to tool with. These are not only cast ornaments, but also home and garden utensils, as long as 
they are made of metal. During the lecture she will tell the history of hot stamping and explain a simple way it takes to do 
it at home. After answering questions, the participants get to experience tooling for themselves on different materials -      
paper, imitation leather and leather. (NOTE: This seminar is different from the ones offered on Sunday and Monday 
evenings. It is also a repeat from 2022.) 
 

Mariella Vitale 
Teddy Bear Chair 

9:00-10:30 
$18..........project........9 students  

 
Students will make a chair in a teddy bear shape. The parts of the chair are laser cut; students only have to glue, paint and 
embellish. The instructor will provide all the materials necessary to make it. Students need to bring tweezers, small 
scissors and a brush for acrylic paint. (NOTE: This seminar is different from the ones offered on Sunday and Monday 
evenings.) 

!  Sunday Evening Seminars  ! 
June 11, 2023 

 
Pete Boorum 

Getting the Most Out of Your Tools 
7:00-9:00 

free..........lecture, Q & A........15 students  
 
This seminar will include tips on setup, operation, accessories and maintenance on the power tools commonly used at 
Guild School. We will focus on table saws, lathes, drill presses, shapers, sanders and flex shafts and other items of interest 
which can be brought up for open discussion. The instructor will give an overview of some of the things he has learned 
while making wood and metal items in miniature and while volunteering in the tool pool and selling machinery and hand 
tools for many years. Some examples of topics are: using an auxiliary fence on a table saw, adjusting a drill press, gaging 
blade height, knowing when your blade is dull, organizing drills, making duplicator templates, bearings and lubrication, 
guarding against rust… and much more!! Students should have a smart phone, tablet or laptop to be able to see the 
demonstration on Zoom, if needed. (NOTE: This seminar is repeated on Monday evening. It was also taught in 2021 and 
2022.) 
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Annelle Ferguson 
The Fishing Lady 

7:00-10:00 
$30.......... hands-on experience, project.........limit 10 students 

  
Students will needlepoint an adaption of the "Fishing Lady", a popular 18th century Boston embroidery theme, where a 
lady fishing is the central figure. In the packet of materials will be pages of charted motifs of figures and landscapes in 
order for students to design their own panel. Available will be pictures of the various Fishing Lady embroideries from the 
18th century which can be used for inspiration. Students will be furnished with #56 silk gauze (#48 silk gauze will be 
available if preferred), Gutermann silk threads (if desired, students may bring their own favorite threads), #10 crewel 
needles, graph paper and a mat board frame. (NOTE: This seminar is repeated on Monday evening.) 
 

Natalia Frank 
17th Century Needle Lace Collar in Miniature 

7:00-9:00 
$35..........project..........limit 10 students 

  
This is a fun seminar on how to make a wearable needle lace collar for a doll. When finished, it could be attached to a 
dress or displayed in a 1/12th miniature setting. Materials will be provided for finishing one collar, including step-by-step 
color photo instructions. (NOTE: This seminar is different from the ones offered on Saturday morning and Monday 
evening.) 

Christine Hannon 
Bob Ross Mini Sunset Beach Painting 

7:00-9:00 
$15..........project..........limit 15 students 

  
Come and enjoy a beginner step-by-step paint along. All materials and tools will be provided and students will leave with a 
framed, 2.5” x 3” Bob Ross style “Sunset Beach” acrylic painting. Students will use Bob Ross’ color palette and techniques, 
including palette knife painting. (NOTE: This seminar is different from the one on Monday evening.) 
 

Phyllis Hawkes 
Apples Sign 

7:00-9:00 
$40......... project..........limit 12 students  

This is a small sign (1 1/8” H x 3/4” W) painted in craft acrylic on prepared1/8” basswood. It shows an apple tree on a hill 
with a basket of apples and fallen apples on the grass beneath the tree. The word “Apples” is at the top of the sign. 
Students will antique the sign. They should finish in the allotted time. Students will receive a high-quality Silver Ultra 
Mini 20/0 pointed round brush to use and to keep, plus step-by-step illustrated instructions. Bring magnifiers, task light, 
and extension cord; a ¼” flat brush if they have one; and an apron or smock is recommended. (NOTE: This seminar was 
taught in 2011.) 
 

Meg Walker Hudson 
Flocking Cats and Bats 

7:00-9:00 
$20......... project..........limit 10 students  

In this seminar student will be flocking cat and bat bodies using synthetic yarns. No sculpting skills needed. Students will learn 
how to make realistic eyes; how to prepare the bodies and fibers for flocking; and how to attach everything to the body. They 
can flock the cat as a black Halloween cat or choose another color. Students need to bring a dust mask; safety glasses; an old T-
shirt, apron or smock to protect their clothes - they will be wiping glue on it and the glue is permanent; and a craft knife - 
preferably X-acto knife with #11 blades but any sharp pointy blade will do. 
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Bob Hurd 
Making a Roll-Up Tambour Door 

7:00-9:00 
$30...........project........limit 6 students  

 
Students will construct a wooden breadbox from pieces prepared in advance since the focus of the class is learning how to 
make and install a tambour door. A breadboard is incorporated into the design of the breadbox.  The instructor will 
provide all materials and tools.  It is recommended that students bring supplemental lighting, extension cord and 
magnification as needed. (NOTE: This seminar was offered in previous years. It is repeated on Monday evening.) 
  

Barbara Kalty 
Raggedy Ann and Raggedy Andy Jumping Rope Toy 

7:00-10:00 
$10...........project........limit 20 students  

 
Students will paint and assemble pre-formed parts to make an animated toy (approximately 1” x 1” x 3/8”) with Raggedy Andy 
turning the rope while Raggedy Ann jumps over it. Students should bring needle-nose pliers, small scissors and tweezers. 
 

Daniela Kiefhaber 
Zwetschgenmandl: A Dried Plum Figure, a Popular Bavarian Christmas Decoration 

7:00-9:00 
$5..........hands-on experience, project......…limit 10 students 

  
Zwetschgenmandl are very popular in German Christmas Markets. They are traditionally clothed in Bavarian costumes or 
like witches. Students will form the dried plums and the walnut head from polymer clay; and with the help of a wire 
skeleton they will build our little mandl/plum guy. After baking they will dress it with fabric and thread. This is a fun 
class, but there are still some techniques told - and the end result is an adorable little Christmas decoration.  
(NOTE: This seminar is repeated on Monday evening.) 
 

Tine Krijnen 
Aging Paper 

7:00-10:00 
$12..........lecture, demonstration, project........15 students  

 
Students will make a sample booklet from different strips of white paper. They process these strips from simple yellowed 
paper to paper that has been on the shelf for 600 years. During the process, the order, color shade and aging method used 
are written down for each strip. This makes this sample booklet a reference book to use at home. In the second half of the 
seminar, the students will work on a score of music by Tchaikovsky and will choose what aging technique they want to 
use to make it look vintage/old. As a reference, the newly made color sample booklet is used. (NOTE: This seminar is 
different from the ones offered on Saturday morning and Monday evening. It is a repeat from 2022.) 
 

Marie-Louise Markhorst 
Make Your Own Hinges 

7:00-9:30 
$6..........demonstration,  project.....…limit 10 students 

  
Students will learn how to make small hinges out of brass sheet. They will use a jeweler’s saw, drill, pliers, file and 
hammer. In a two-and-a-half hour class they should be able to finish at least one pair of hinges. Students will get extra 
brass to make more hinges at home. Students should bring their own jeweler’s saw (if possible), needle file and small 
hammer. (NOTE: This seminar is repeated on Monday evening.) 
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Marcia McClain 
Patriotic Pendant Garland 

7:00-9:00 
$5.......... project......…limit 20 students 

  
Make a patriotic party garland to decorate your door, table, or anything else you might have. It will be color-themed in 
red, white and blue for a patriotic look. With national holidays coming up it would be a very nice decoration. Please bring 
paper scissors.   
 

Kim Stewart 
Quarter Scale (¼”) Wicker Pet Sofa 

7:00-10:00 
$12......... project........10 students  

 
Learn to weave a wicker pet sofa with swooping shaped arms using linen thread over paper covered wires mounted into a 
pre-drilled wooden base complete with a padded cushion. Please bring a 6” ruler, wire snips, and small sharp scissors for 
fabric. (NOTE: This seminar is in a different scale than the one offered on Monday evening.) 
 

Lidi Stroud 
Woven Carpet Beater 

7:00-8:30 
free..........project........10 students  

 
Students will make a simple carpet beater. Materials used are: 7-ply linen thread, 3-ply linen thread, 3mm half-round. 
Required tools and materials will be provided. Please bring glue; if you have a favorite pair of fine-nosed tweezers; a 
sharp pair of scissors; and paint the color of your choice. Brown paint will be available. 
(NOTE: This seminar is repeated on Monday evening.) 
 

Mariella Vitale 
Half-Scale Bed 

7:00-8:30 
$18..........project........10 students  

 
Students will make a wooden half-scale bed. The bed is laser cut; students only have to glue, paint and embellish it. The 
instructor will provide all the materials necessary to make it. Students need to bring tweezers, small scissors and a brush 
for acrylic paint. (NOTE: This seminar is different from the ones offered on Saturday morning and Monday evening.) 
 
 
 

!  Monday Evening Seminars  ! 
June 12, 2023 

 
Lynette Barker 

Wheel Sculpting 101 
7:00-9:00 

$25..........hands-on experience, demonstration.......8 students  
Students will learn the basics of sculpting a miniature vase on a mini wheel using air-dry clay. All supplies, wheels and 
tools will be provided by the instructor. Students will take home a completed, air-dried clay project. 
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Pete Boorum 
Getting the Most Out of Your Tools 

7:00-9:00 
free..........lecture, Q & A........15 students  

This seminar includes tips on setup, operation, accessories and maintenance on the power tools commonly used at Guild 
School. We will focus on table saws, lathes, drill presses, shapers, sanders and flex shafts and other items of interest 
which can be brought up for open discussion. The instructor will give an overview of some of the things he has learned 
while making wood and metal items in miniature and while volunteering in the tool pool and selling machinery and hand 
tools for many years. Some examples of topics are: using an auxiliary fence on a table saw, adjusting a drill press, gaging 
blade height, knowing when your blade is dull, organizing drills, making duplicator templates, bearings and lubrication, 
guarding against rust… and much more!! Students should have a smart phone, tablet or laptop to be able to see the 
demonstration on Zoom, if needed. (NOTE: This seminar is repeated on Sunday evening. It was also taught in 2021 and 
2022.) 

 
Annelle Ferguson 

The Fishing Lady 
7:00-10:00 

$30.......... hands-on experience, project.........limit 10 students 
  
Students will needlepoint an adaption of the "Fishing Lady", a popular 18th century Boston embroidery theme, where a 
lady fishing is the central figure. In the packet of materials will be pages of charted motifs of figures and landscapes in 
order for students to design their own panel. Available will be pictures of the various Fishing Lady embroideries from the 
18th century which can be used for inspiration. Students will be furnished with #56 silk gauze (#48 silk gauze will be 
available if preferred), Gutermann silk threads (if desired, students may bring their own favorite threads), #10 crewel 
needles, graph paper and a mat board frame. (NOTE: This seminar is repeated on Sunday evening.) 
 

Natalia Frank 
Dollhouse Miniature Hand Quilted Folded Star Pillow 

7:00-9:00 
$35..........project..........limit 10 students 

  
This is a fun seminar on how to make a quilted Folded Star pillow in 1/12th scale. The project will be finished. Materials 
will be provided for finishing one pillow, including step-by-step color photo instructions. (NOTE: This seminar is 
different from the ones offered on Saturday morning and Sunday evening.) 
 

Christine Hannon 
Bob Ross Mini Autumn Painting 

7:00-9:00 
$15..........project..........limit 15 students 

  
Come and enjoy a beginner step-by-step paint along. All materials and tools will be provided and students will leave with a 
framed, 2.5” x 3” Bob Ross style “Autumn Landscape” acrylic painting. Students will use Bob Ross’ color palette and 
techniques, including palette knife painting. (NOTE: This seminar is different from the one offered on Sunday evening.) 
 

Bob Hurd 
Making a Roll-Up Tambour Door 

7:00-9:00 
$30...........project........limit 6 students  

 
Students will construct a wooden breadbox from pieces prepared in advance since the focus of the class is 
learning how to make and install a tambour door. A breadboard is incorporated into the design of the breadbox.  
The instructor will provide all materials and tools.  It is recommended that students bring supplemental lighting, 
extension cord, and magnification as needed. (NOTE: This seminar was offered in previous years. It is repeated on 
Sunday evening.) 
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Daniela Kiefhaber 
Zwetschgenmandl: A Dried Plum Figure, a Popular Bavarian Christmas Decoration 

7:00-9:00 
$5..........hands-on experience, project......…limit 10 students 

  
Zwetschgenmandl are very popular in German Christmas Markets. They are traditionally clothed in Bavarian costumes or 
like witches. Students will form the dried plums and the walnut head from polymer clay; and with the help of a wire 
skeleton they will build our little mandl/plum guy. After baking they will dress it with fabric and thread. This is a fun 
class, but there are still some techniques told - and the end result is an adorable little Christmas decoration. (NOTE: This 
seminar is repeated on Sunday evening.) 
 

Tine Krijnen 
Pop-Up Book 

7:00-9:30 
$20...........project........limit 10 students  

 
Students will learn cutting, folding and sewing, making a popup book with four illustrations. The text is in Dutch. 
Originally published in 1898 for the coronation of our Queen Wilhelmina, it tells the story of the baby princess until her 
coronation. Students need to bring a cutting mat and an Xacto-type, break-off blade knife. 
 

Deb Mackie 
Tooled Leather Clutch Purse 

7:00-10:00 
$25..........hands-on experience, project......…limit 13 students 

  
Make a tiny leather clutch purse. Students will start with premium tooling leather, stamp designs onto it, then choose a 
color to dye it. When dry, we’ll assemble it, adding an optional strap and closure. A fun class for students of any level. All 
materials and tools provided. 
 

Marie-Louise Markhorst 
Make Your Own Hinges 

7:00-9:30 
$6..........demonstration, project.....…limit 10 students 

  
Students will learn how to make small hinges out of brass sheet. They will use a jeweler’s saw, drill, pliers, file and 
hammer. In a two-and-a-half hour class they should be able to finish at least one pair of hinges. Students will get extra 
brass to make more hinges at home. Students should bring their own jeweler’s saw (if possible), needle file and small 
hammer. (NOTE: This seminar is repeated on Sunday evening.) 
 

Chris Pratt and Susan Robbins 
The Road to Artisan and Fellow Membership: Is it Worth the Trip? 

7:00-10:00 
free..........Q & A, discussion......…unlimited students 

  
Join us as we explain the process in applying for IGMA Artisan or Fellow membership. The hosts will share their 
experiences along with suggestions on things you should pay attention to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2023 Guild School Seminars  8 

Kim Stewart 
On-Twelfth Scale Wicker Pet Sofa 

7:00-10:00 
$15......... project........10 students  

 
Learn to weave a wicker pet sofa with swooping shaped arms using linen thread over paper covered wires mounted into a 
pre-drilled wooden base complete with a padded cushion. Please bring a 6” ruler, wire snips, and small sharp scissors for 
fabric. (NOTE: This seminar is in a different scale than the one offered on Sunday evening.) 
 

Lidi Stroud 
Woven Carpet Beater 

7:00-8:30 
free..........project........10 students  

 
Students will make a simple carpet beater. Materials used are: 7-ply linen thread, 3-ply linen thread, 3mm half-round. 
Required tools and materials will be provided. Please bring glue; if you have a favorite pair of fine-nosed tweezers; a 
sharp pair of scissors; and paint the color of your choice. Brown paint will be available. 
(NOTE: This seminar is repeated on Sunday evening.) 
 

Bill Studebaker 
Aging Painted Surfaces 

7:00-9:30 
$15..........project........12 students  

 
Our goal is to produce realistic weathered surfaces in miniature. Beginning with a bench to which the instructor has applied an 
initial finish, students will work through the process of simulating age and use by applying and distressing additional layers. 
Students will also start with an unfinished piece of wood and practice creating a chipped and flaking paint as might be found on 
exterior trim. Bring your favorite Xacto knife. The instructor will provide everything else. 
 

Mariella Vitale 
Panda Bear Shelf 

7:00-8:30 
$18..........project........9 students  

 
Students will make a shelf in a panda bear shape. The shelf is laser cut; so students only have to glue and paint it. The 
instructor will provide all the materials necessary to make it. Students need to bring tweezers, small scissors and a brush 
for acrylic paint. (NOTE: This seminar is different from the ones offered on Saturday morning and Sunday evening.) 
 


